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Introduction from Bret Olson, Interim Department Head

| Welcome to the Department of Animal and Range Sciences inaugural newsletter. Designed to

. published quarterly, we hope that you will find the enclosed activities and accomplishments inte
ing and informative. We are now eight weeks into the fall semester. Students are discussing ¢
projects in the hallway, and fretting over mt@ms. Some things never change. At least the
weather will turn decidedly cooler soon, which should help the students concentrate on their st

Change, at the end of 2007, the department said goodbye to Carl Wambolt who retired after 30
years at MSU. However, Carl still contributes to the department and College of Agricultare part
* time overseeing aspects of the Undaunted Stewardship Program. Many of you knew Ray An-
sotegui. For those of you who were not aware, Ray retired in December 2006, also with 30 plus
years of dedicated service to the department. Given these departures, one goal for the department is {guailieyhigh
faculty to help maintain and improve the strength of our programs. We are currently in the midst of searching for a
Cattle Physiologist.

I n August, work began on Montana State Universityos
squarefoot building that will offer students statd-the-art classrooms for instruction and research (drawing on page 8).
The building is scheduled to be completed in 2010. The facility will house the Department of Animal & Range Scien
which currently resides in 101 year old Linfield Hall. The building will have full videoconference capabitiiesbil-

ity for events to be viewed simultaneously in some, or all, of the classrooms. Common areas will have computer te
nals for students and guests to use, and interactive displays where students, staff and visitors can learn more abou
partment, the College of Agriculture and the Montana Ag Experiment Station, and also view ag#ieldtetnews in
the state. Of the buildingds costs, $12.5 million
ture industry. However, $2.7 million is still needed to complete the third floor of the building, where the research lab
tories will be located. You can track the construction progressat/ag. montana.edu/abs.htm

For many years, the A&RS Department has had beef cattle, sheep and equine advisory committees. With upcomin
changes in faculty as a result of retirements and new hires, and the new Animal Bioscience building, | formed an A
& Range Sciences Advisory Committee to provide advice and help guide the entire department (Beef, Sheep, Equiie
Range/Natural Resources) into the future. In alphabetical order, current members are Diana Alkire (Bozeman), Kur
(Bozeman), Taylor Brown (Billings), Dewey Emmett (Columbus), Jim Hagenbarth (Dillon), Bob Hanson (White Sulf
Springs), John Helle (Dillon), Dave Kelsey (Molt), Barbara Land@ibons (Dillon), Bob Lee (Judith Gap), Betty
Sampsel (Stanford), Vinita Shea (Lewistown), Carol Sparks (Plev~

Keith Stevenson (Hobson), Turk Stovall (Huntley) and Randy
Tunby (Baker). We met last November and again in May of thi:
year. Our next meeting is scheduled for Novembé&t a4 part of New Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Shannon Moreaux

Ag Appreciation Weekend. One purpose of having such a com  gqji0 the cattle Tour 3
tee is to inform them about activities and accomplishments of tl
department, so hopefully they can share that information with o
in their respective hometowns. They can also be the eyes and
for the department. So if you have questions or concerns abor Awards, Publications & Presentations 5
department, and you know one or more of these individuals, pl¢ Dr. Cl ayton Marl owds Sugmmer
contact them before our next meeting. Finally, students and st other News 7

here in Linfield will tell you that I literally have an open door pol
icy. | welcome your input and advice in person, over the phone
(994-3721), or via email (bolson@montana.edu).
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New Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Shannon Moreaux

After a natioawide search, Dr. Shannon Moreaux joined the faculty of Animal & Range Sciences in January 2008 aglé
Assistant Professor of Equine Science. S h a-relatedrcdurses p
in the department. Currently, over a third of the students working towards a BS in Animal & Range Science are in t
Equine Science Option. Before joining the faculty, Shannon was an adjunct instructor in the department and a prac
veterinarian in the Gallatin Valley.

Q. You have quite a diverse background related to the horse industry. Please provide our readers with some of yo
tory.

R. Before attending veterinary school at Oklahoma State University, | spent many years learning about the diversit

horse industry. | was fortunate to have worked for accomplished race and stock horse trainers and take lessons fro
ented rodeo competitors from Southern Louisiana and Texas. At an early age | learned to shoe horses and continu
practice the art to this day. | was enjoying a career as a farrier and raising American Quarter Horses when the use

cooled, shipped semen and embryo transfer stimulated my involvement in the equine breeding industry. For severa
my interest in veterinary medicine grew as | managed breeding operations from the east coast pleasure horse indug
the Oklahoma cutting horse industry. When | returned to college to pursue a degree in medicine | continued to shog
horses and work in the breeding industry, not only in equine reproduction, but | also completed an internship in adva
bovine reproduction.

Q. As part of your appointment, you will be expected to conduct some applied research. What studies do yeu havg
going or planned for the near future?

R. [ currently have three different and mutually interesting projects. As a veterinarian, | feel an obligation to provide
people of Montana with information that is useful and interesting. The goal of each of my current studies is to prote
Mont anabés horse industry, improve the quality of 1

One thing | am studying is the prevalencéNebrickettsia risticij the bacteria that causes Potomac Horse Fever. This
disease is reported to occur in Montana, but there has never been any specific surveillance studies performed. Ho
develop mild, moderate or severe gastitestinal disease and possibly laminitis after accidently ingesting aquatic insec

high risk for becoming infected. | spent the summer months samplag
horses and waterways in Western Montana and soon we will havg
sults available for publication.

Another disease important to all Montanans and not just horse pe(
Methicillin-resistantStaphylococcus aurews MRSA. MRSA is a
potentially deadly bacterial disease that can be transmitted betwes
horses and people. | am currently working with the Veterinary Mo
lecular Biology Department and Dr. Jovanka Voyi¢ane to identify
the potential prevalence of t

As a farrier and veterinarian, | have a strong interest in laminitis.

of the more common recently recognized factors predisposing hor

developing this debilitating disease is equine metabolic syndrome

insulin resistance. A graduate student and | are investigating the

bolic and physiologic effects of psyllium supplements in horses. VI

theorize the supplementation will enhance insulin sensitivity, regult.

glucose metabolism and subsequently prevent the cascade of events that result in founder.




ANIMAL & RANGE SCIEN CES NEWSLETTER

Follow the Cattle Tour

The Montana Stockgrowers Association (MSGA) held an intensive fo 4
day educational tour of various segments of the beef industry in Augus
2008. The tour, held every other year, is designed to expand the kno
edge of participants in the beef industry beyond the fences of Monta
ranches.

This year, the Follow the Cattle Tour fo-

cused on the effects of ethanol productior#

on the cattle industry from the feedlot to t .
e rocessing plant with tour stops in Coloradg?!low the Cattle group picture
L8 and Nebraska.

On Wednesday, August 20, 50 Montanans, a group of students, ranchers dnbiagss
representatives, met in Billings, MT and traveled to Fort Collins, CO where they toured t
AnheuseiBusch Brewery. At the brewery, the participants learned how Momtartuced
malt barley is brewed and the how spent graipimduct from the 12 U.S. breweries feeds
four percent of the nationés dairy herd

The next day, the group toured the JBS Swift and Company processing plant in Greeley
CO. The group then toured the Gilcrest Feedlot of Five Rivers Cattle Feeding, LLC, in L

Salle, CO and Dinklage Feedyards in Proctor, CO. Five Rivers Cattle Feeding has 11 fe@d-

lots in five states, and the Gilcrest Feedlot has a capac-
ity of 100,000 head. .

Lacey and

nol plant near Minden, NE. Kapa Ethanol was foundk
in 2002 and is one of the first ethanol plants in Nebraska. Today it is the largeg

farmerowned ethanol plants in the state, shipping more than 50 million gallons
ethanol every year.

After touring the ethanol plant the group visited the Roman L. Hruska U.S. Me
mal Research Center in Clay Center, NE. Administered by the U.S. Departme

Agricultureds Agricultural Research R§c|§y¥:¥s<iathJ%y’Trot{{ethi(ren
tific information and_nevy technplogy to solve high priority problems for the U.S. Trotter and Janna Kincheloe
beef, sheep and swine industries.

Quotes from the group

Rocky Forseth, an MSU sophomore in Ag Ed whose family ranches near Fairfield, MTisaidl:
opened my eyes to where our product goes, how it is utilized and how we can change our oper
foramoreconsumed r i ven product. We canét drive f

driverds seat because they control beef de

Bryan Nichols, an MSU graduate studentfrom OK stafedt hi s t our was a

me to spend time with MT producers and see the industry through their eyes. The tour was a rée

eyeopener. MSGA needs to be commended for organizing it and seeing the value it can bring
cattle producers. o

James and Tom Dr. John Paterson, MSU Professor, Animal Science dailche t hi ng that al
Brown after tasting wide-eyed and open minded our producers are when they go on this tour. Visiting an ethanol p

wet distillers grain a 50,000 head feedyard or a packing plant shows them the importance of our role in the overa

cattle industry. This is the Apractical
the Animal & Range Sciences Department need to strive to get more students on tours like this.
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